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GETTING STARTED  
The following document is a simple step by step guide to the RapidLCA app to help 
you get started in LCA modelling.  Please also refer to RapidLCA support page, 
guide videos, and the FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS document. 

 

• We encourage you to ‘dive in’ and use the app 

• Use the ? tab in the app and this will link to the support page and 
here you will find support videos  

• In the support page there is also the ability to submit a question 
about the use of the app 

• The FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS document will be routinely 
updated with your questions and answers 

 

Request a peer-to-peer modelling session with Cerclos here  

 

 

  

mailto:info@lowcarbonhousing.com.au
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GETTING STARTED 

 

 

Select the TAB + ADD NEW BUILD   

Register into the Cerclos RapidLCA  
website and access the main page 
shown here 
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Type in your State and select 
appropriate Australian Zero Carbon 
Housing Challenge location   
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Add Address and description   

Select > Create Design   
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DESIGN INFO 

 

 

Add bedroom number.  If it is a bedroom 
but used as a study count it as 1 bedroom.  
If it is a study or family room that doubles 
as a bedroom add 0.5 for each  

TIP: For a laundry or powder room with 
a toilet/WC add 0.5  

Add carparks – covered only then 
add tyep 

Add GFA - includes external wall 
thickness, unenclosed covered areas 
attached (such as covered entry portico, 
garages, covered carports). Exclude 
unenclosed/open air car spaces, 
uncovered decks and pergolas from your 
GFA totals 

Select appropriate Thermal Energy rating 

If the house has a digital meter or PV 
solar system or other monitoring, 
then select Integrated under this tab 

Add bathroom number - for a laundry or 
powder room with a toilet/WC add 0.5  

Add dwelling number – note each 
townhouse in a development is 1 dwelling 

Add floor levels – 3 stories maximum  

Select appropriate natural lighting level   

Add average ceiling height  

This is where you pay for full operation  
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WATER BALANCE INPUTS 

 

 

Add water supply types – mains, rainwater, 
supplemented, etc 

Add water treatment if any or mains 
connected 

Include e[iciency of shower fittings 

Include e[iciency of toilet fittings 

Include e[iciency of tapware 

Include e[iciency of washing machine 

Include e[iciency of dishwasher 

Include irrigation and garden types 

Include rainwater pump pressure if 
required 
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INTEGRATED SERVICES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Include lighting number and e[iciency 

Include cooling system type (note this is 
separate to heating type even if the same 
system) 

Include stove and hotplate type 

Add water heater type 

Include heating system type (note this is 
separate to heating type even if the same 
system) 

Note include all the systems in the house, 
use the + tab to add more 



 9 

PLUG LOADS 

 

 

Include quantity of refrigerators and 
refrigerator space ventilation  

This is an average based on your house 
size of joinery and fixtures and fittings 
(note that you cannot modify this tab) 
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OUTDOOR SERVICES 

 

Include PV solar system installed 

If required include swimming pool, 
control, and structure (note that this is set 
to zero so no need to change this if no 
pool) 

Include outdoor lighting area and 
e[iciency as required 

Also include water tank material type in 
this section if required  
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STRUCTURE 

 

Include all the elements that best 
describes the construction of the house 
externally and internally.  This includes 
walls, floor, roof, internal walls, windows, 
doors, and the like.  If you include 
accurate areas turn o[ the scaling tab as 
this will not be required 

For refurbishments include existing 
materials retained but set area to 0.001 
(remember to turn o[ scaling) 

Note include all the structure in the 
house, use the + tab to add more – see 
page following 
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Select appropriate attributes under the + 
tab to refine your design 
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FINISHES 

 

Include all the elements that best 
describes the finishes of the house 
internally.  Note this includes floor finishes 
only – wall and ceiling finishes are covered 
in Structure 

When finished this section select View 
Results to see how your project performed 
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RESULTS SUMMARY 

 

The results show the project performed in 
overall Life Cycle and how it performed in 
Upfront Carbon 

At this stage you can either choose to 
submit (this is where you will add 
documents) or if still in design stage there 
is the option to redesign.  Note that after 
submitting there is still the option for 
redesign as needed 
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After submitting there are report 
generation options and the ability to share 
results.  You can also choose to redesign if 
required 


